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Order of Service 
 

¶ The Gathering 
 

   † In the name the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All    Amen. 

    
      

The Greeting 
 

    The Lord of glory be with you 
All    and also with you. 

 
    Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe. 
All    From the rising of the sun to its setting  

    you name is proclaimed in all the world. 
 

    The service is introduced 
 

 

Prayers of Penitence 

 

Invitation to Confession 
 

    Christ the sun of righteousness has dawned with healing in his wings. 
    In penitence and faith let us confess our sins 

    and come to him with whom is the well of life,  
    and the waters of salvation. 

 
 

Confession 
 
All    God our Father, 

    long-suffering, full of grace and truth, 
    you create us from nothing and give us life. 

    You give your faithful people new life  
     in the water of baptism. 

    You do not turn your face from us,  
    nor cast us aside. 

    We confess that we have sinned against you.  
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    We have wounded your love  

    and marred your image in us.  
    Restore us for the sake of your Son,  
    and bring us to heavenly joy,  

    in Jesus Christ our Lord.  
    Amen. 

 
 

Absolution 
 

    The almighty and merciful Lord  
    grant you pardon † and forgiveness of all your sins,  

    time for amendment of life,  
    and the grace and strength of the Holy Spirit. 

All    Amen. 
 

 

Gloria in Excelsis  
 

All    Glory to God in the highest, 
               and peace to his people on earth. 
 

    Lord God, heavenly King,  
    almighty God and Father, 

    we worship you,  
    we give you thanks, 

    we praise you for your glory. 
 

    Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
    Lord God, Lamb of God, 

    you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 

    you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 

 
    For you alone are the Holy One, 

    you alone are the Lord, 
    you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father.   
    Amen. 
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The Collect 
 

    Let us pray that we may be faithful to our baptism. 
 

    Eternal Father, 
    who at the baptism of Jesus  

    revealed him to be your Son, 
    anointing him with the Holy Spirit: 

    grant to us, who are born again by water and the Spirit, 
    that we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted children; 

    through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
    who is alive and reigns with you, 

    in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
    one God, now and for ever. 

All    Amen.            
 
 

 

¶  The Liturgy of the Word          

                    

First Reading   Acts 19.1-7 

 
Reader   A reading from the Acts of the Apostle.  

 
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the inland regions and came to 

Ephesus, where he found some disciples. He said to them, ‘Did you receive the 
Holy Spirit when you became believers?’ They replied, ‘No, we have not even heard 

that there is a Holy Spirit.’ Then he said, ‘Into what then were you baptized?’ They 
answered, ‘Into John’s baptism.’ Paul said, ‘John baptized with the baptism of 

repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, 
that is, in Jesus.’ On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and 

they spoke in tongues and prophesied— altogether there were about twelve of 
them. 

 
    This is the word of the Lord. 

All    Thanks be to God 
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Holy Gospel                 

   

Acclamation 
 
   Alleluia, alleluia!     

   The heavens opened and a voice from heaven said, 
   ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’ 

   Alleluia!  

 
   The Lord be with you 

All   and also with you. 
 

   Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
All   Glory to you, O Lord. 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all 
the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the 

river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a 
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, 

‘The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 
down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’ 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn 

apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, 
‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’ 

   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

The Homily                

 
 

 
 

At the end, there may be a time of quiet reflection 
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Corporate Renewal of Baptismal Vows       

                   

   In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light. 
   To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him.  

   Therefore I ask: 
 

   Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God? 
All   I reject them. 

 
   Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil? 

All   I renounce them. 
 

   Do you repent of the sins  that separate us from God and neighbour? 
All   I repent of them. 

 
 
   Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? 

All   I turn to Christ. 
 

   Do you submit to Christ as Lord? 
All   I submit to Christ. 

 
   Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life? 

All   I come to Christ. 
 

   May almighty God who has given you the desire to follow Christ  
   give you the strength to continue in the way. 

 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 
   Brothers and sisters in Christ,  

   I ask you to profess the faith of the Church. 
 

     
Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 

All   I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
   creator of heaven and earth. 

 
    

  



6 

   Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ? 

All   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
   born of the Virgin Mary, 

   suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
   was crucified, died, and was buried; 

   he descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again; 

   he ascended into heaven,  
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

   Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit? 
All   I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the holy catholic Church,  
   the communion of saints,  

   the forgiveness of sins, 
   the resurrection of the body, 

   and the life everlasting.  
   Amen.   

 
   Almighty God, 

in our baptism you have consecrated us  

   to be temples of your Holy Spirit. 
May we, whom you have counted worthy, 

nurture your in-dwelling Spirit with a lively faith, 
and worship you with upright lives; 

through Jesus Christ. 
All   Amen. 

 
 

 

¶  The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

Sign of Peace               

 
   God has made us one in Christ. 
   He has set his seal upon us and, as a pledge of what is to come, 

   has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. 
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    The peace of the Lord be with you always 

All    and also with you. 
 
    As we are able, let us offer one another  

    a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

The Offertory 

 
    The altar is prepared 

 
 

 
 

 

Invitation to Prayer 
 

    Pray, my brothers and sisters,  
    that our sacrifice may be acceptable to God,  

    the almighty Father. 
All    May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands 

    for the praise and glory of his name,  
    for our good, and the good of all his Church. 

 
 

Prayer over the Gifts 
 
    Open the heavens, Lord our God, 

    and send your transforming Spirit on us and on these gifts. 
    May we who are baptized into Christ 

    be ready to share his cup of suffering 
    and strengthened to serve him for ever. 

All    Amen.   
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The Eucharistic Prayer             
 

   The Lord be with you   
All   and also with you.      

 
   Lift up your hearts. 

All   We lift them to the Lord.  
 

   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 
It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 

   always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
   holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 

 
   You celebrated your new gift of baptism  
   in signs and wonders at the Jordan. 

   Your voice was heard from heaven 
   to awaken faith in the presence among us  

   of your Word made flesh. 
   Your Spirit was seen as a dove,  

   revealing Jesus as your servant,  
   and anointing him with the oil of gladness 

   to preach the good news to the poor. 
 

   Therefore, as we celebrate the union of earth and heaven, 
   we rejoice to echo the song of the angels in heaven 

   for ever praising you and saying: 
 

All   Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
   God of power and might, 

   heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
   Hosanna in the highest. 
 

   Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
   Hosanna in the highest. 
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    We praise and bless you, loving Father, 

    through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
    and as we obey his command, 
    send your Holy Spirit, 

    that broken bread and wine outpoured 
    may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

 
    On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 

    and, taking bread, he praised you. 
    He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
 

    Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

    do this in remembrance of me. 
 

    
    When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
    Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
      

    Drink this, all of you; 

    this is my blood of the new covenant, 
    which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

    Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

 
    Great is the mystery of faith:      

All    Christ has died:               
    Christ is risen:           
    Christ will come again.      

     
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 

    in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
     made once for all upon the cross. 

 
    Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 

    we proclaim his death and resurrection until he comes in glory. 
 

    Lord of all life, 
    help us to work together for that day when your kingdom comes 

    and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
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    Look with favour on your people, 

    gather us in your loving arms 
   and bring us with Mary the Virgin Mother of God,  
   Saint John the Baptist and all the saints 

    to feast at your table in heaven. 
 

    Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
    in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

    all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
    for ever and ever. 

All    Amen. 
 

    The Blessed Sacrament is elevated and bells are rung 

 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer            
 

     Believing the promises of God,  
    let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

 
All    Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name; 
    thy kingdom come; 

    thy will be done; 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 

    Give us this day our daily bread. 
    And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
    And lead us not into temptation; 

    but deliver us from evil. 
 
    For thine is the kingdom,  

    the power, and the glory,  
    for ever and ever.   

    Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 
 

    We break the bread of life, 
    and that life is the light of the world. 

All    God here among us, light in the midst of us, 
    bring us to light and life. 

 
 

Agnus Dei 
 
All    Lamb of God,  

    you take away the sin of the world, 
         have mercy on us. 

 
Lamb of God,  

    you take away the sin of the world, 
    have mercy on us. 

 
    Lamb of God,  

    you take away the sin of the world, 
    grant us peace. 

 
 

 

Invitation to Communion 
 

    Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. 
    Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

All    Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
    but only say the word and I shall be healed. 

 

 

Giving of Communion 
 
    Behold the One of whom John said: 

    I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God. 
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Spiritual Communion – for those at home 

 

It is an ancient practice of the Church that, when you are prevented from attending the 
Holy Eucharist, people are invited to express, in the words of St Thomas Aquinas, “an 

ardent desire to receive Jesus in the Holy Sacrament and a loving embrace as though we 
had already received Him.” Therefore, during this time you are invited to pray this prayer, 

which may be said as often as you desire:  

 

Act of Reception  
 
All   In union, blessed Jesus,  

 with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church  
 where your blessed Body and Blood are offered this day,  

 
 (and remembering particularly my own parish …)  

 
 

 I long to offer you praise and thanksgiving,  
 for creation and all the blessings of this life,  

 for the redemption won for us by your life, death,  
and resurrection,  

 for the means of grace and the hope of glory.  

 
 (and particularly for the blessings given me …) 

 
 

I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament,  
 and, since I cannot at this time receive communion,  

 I pray you to come into my heart.  
 I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart,  

my soul, and my mind.  
 Let nothing separate me from you;  

 let me serve you in this life until, by your grace,  
 I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace.  

 Amen.  
 

 
   There may follow a period for silent prayer and reflection 
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Prayer after Communion 
 

   Let us pray.              
 

   Lord of all time and eternity, 
   you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as Father 

   in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son: 
   by the power of your Spirit 

   complete the heavenly work of our rebirth 
   through the waters of the new creation; 

   through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All   Amen. 

 

 

Notices for the Community         

 
 

 
 

     

¶  Sending Out 
 
   The Lord be with you 

All   and also with you. 
 
 

Solemn Blessing  
 

   May God the Father, 
   who led the Wise Men by the shining of a star 

   to find Christ, the Light from Light, 
   lead you also in your pilgrimage to find the Lord. 

All   Amen. 
 

   May God the Son, 
   who turned water into wine at the Wedding Feast at Cana, 
   transform your lives and make glad your hearts. 

All   Amen. 
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   May God the Holy Spirit, 

   who came upon the beloved Son at his baptism in the River Jordan, 
   pour out his gifts on you 
   who have come to the waters of new birth. 

All   Amen. 
 

   And the blessing of God almighty, 
   the Father, the Son †, and the Holy Spirit, 

   be upon you and remain with you always. 
All   Amen. 

 
 

The Dismissal 
 

   We have come to Christ, the living water. 
   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All   In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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