St Matthew’s

MAIL

Suggested
Donation

£1.00

News from the Parish of Kingsley, Northampton

JUNE 2021

www.stmatthews-northampton.org.uk

Worship Calendar for June
Date

Observance

1
2
3
4
5

S Justin, M
Feria
The Martyrs of Uganda
Feria
S Boniface, B and M

6
7
8
9
10
11
12

CORPUS CHRISTI
Feria
Feria
S Columba, Ab
Feria
S Barnabas, Ap
Of OLW

The Parish

13

THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
(Proper 6)
Monthly Requiem
Feria
S Richard of Chichester, B
Feria
Feria
Of the BVM

The Parish

THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
(Proper 7)
Feria
S Alban, M
S Etheldreda, Abbess
The Birth of S John the Baptist
Feria
Of the BVM

The Parish

THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY
(Proper 8)
S Irenaeus, B an M
Ss Peter and Paul, Apostles
Feria

The Parish

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Intention

NB Mass on weekdays is currently suspended
The Church prays for the community daily.
Please include these topics in your daily prayers.
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June Letter from the Vicar
Thieves
Whilst on my way to church for Evening Prayer recently I had the misfortune of
witnessing a violent crime, essentially an aggravated mugging near the junction
at the White Elephant pub. I phoned for an ambulance, provided a witness
statement and, if necessary, agreed to attend court. The whole experience has
focussed my thoughts on thievery, the fear of violence and with it the very real
power of anxiety. It will, of course, have been much worse for the victim, and
there is the realisation that it could have been me.
Whilst writing to the Philippians St Paul said, ‘Do not be anxious about anything,
but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your
requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus’. (4:6-7).
Comparison is indeed a thief of joy, but it’s not the only thief out there.
For some of us, anxiety has always been a threat. We get tangled in its
tendrils. What we repeat gets reinforced and becomes a default setting. We
start accepting the thieves; they become our drivers.

Anxiety is not a good driver. It jerks us about. It grips too tightly what it needs
to release and, conversely, doesn’t take hold of that which needs a firmer steer.
We brake when we shouldn’t and end up stranded, or rush ahead to get
through when we would do better to pause. We make snap decisions or
struggle to make any decisions. We second-guess ourselves then condemn
ourselves for doing so, never sure of which way to turn or even if the signposts
are accurate. We worry about appearances; we fear others watching our
wobbliness; we are easily made uncomfortable or derailed by an offhand
remark.
For some, anxiety constantly edges into the driving seat, or sits far too close as
a passenger (it makes a troublesome backseat driver, too!). In the world as it
has been for the past year or so, anxiety has squished itself into the vehicles of
many lives – not just those who are accustomed to it, but others, who are
unused to its constant, draining patter.
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It’s easy to condemn ourselves for our own anxieties, or, if it’s not something we
grapple with, be too dismissive of its impact on others. Acknowledging it and
recognising that we are allowed to feel how we are feeling is a start. Only then
do we make the jump – “I don’t have to stay here, how can I break this habit?” –
which will mean different things for different people, be it small techniques to
settle our minds, making bigger lifestyle changes or seeking medical help.

Helping others with their anxiety is similar, not invalidating their right to feel,
but acknowledging the place they inhabit before trying to coax them out.
Condemning people for worrying too much, or being anxious about ‘nothing’,
doesn’t appreciate how life-affecting their feelings are; it makes them feel
worse.
What is the opposite of anxiety? Calm? Confidence? Biblically, the big
opposite is peace. When we are told, ‘do not be anxious about anything’ but
to present all our concerns to God, we recognise that our anxieties, of
whatever size or category, matter to God. ‘Cast all your anxiety on him
because he cares for you’ – 1 Peter 5:7. In offering up our anxious prayers
to the One who sees the depths of our hearts, we are offered not just calm,
not just confidence, but peace beyond understanding. Incomprehensible
peace! Peace when it doesn’t make sense. A peace that guards both our
hearts and our minds: protection from the thieves.
Your sincere friend and parish priest,

SOLUTION ON PAGE 21
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Heaven in Ordinary
As we reach June we enter what in Church circles is often
referred to as “Ordinary Time”.
Wouldn’t that be nice?!
Nothing seems to be ordinary anymore and we seem to have exhausted our
supply of words to describe the ‘unprecedented’ circumstances under which
we have been living.
Nevertheless, all being well, this month should see a further lifting of
restrictions and some sense that we can ‘breathe’ again; meet, gather and
simply be human with one another once more. There are no grounds for
complacency of course and after a year of false dawns and misplaced
optimism, it’s important that we take small, measured, incremental steps on
the path to ‘normality’.
… And for all that we are impatient to recover lost ground, rebuild our
congregations, re-engage with our communities, nevertheless we should
beware of simply seeking to recreate life before the pandemic. It would be
easy to return willy-nilly to the ‘known’ ways, the (allegedly) comfortable
certainties of the past. Many of them were perhaps not as life giving or fruitful
as we may have persuaded ourselves they were.
There is surely a need as well as an opportunity to re-evaluate our priorities.
Hence this ‘ordinary’ month is actually scattered with the celebration of some
extraordinary people who invite us, in their different ways, to consider how
the transforming power of Christ is at work in the world.
There is John the Baptist, whose birth we celebrate on 24
June. John called the people of his own day to examine
their hearts and minds and lives in the light of the one who
was coming after him – soldiers, tax gatherers, the religious
leaders were all called to repent, to turn around to face in a
different direction and walk in the Way of the Messiah.
There is the Apostle Barnabas, ‘son of encouragement’ who
sold his field and gave the proceeds to enable the work of
the church; generous in spirit as well as in material matters
who sought to reconcile Jewish and Gentile Christians,
affirming that whatever your background we all find our true
identity in Christ. What an important message in an age of
fragmentation and uncertain identity.
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Then on 28 June we remember Peter, the Cathedral’s
principal patron saint, who so wanted to please his Lord and
Teacher and promised the earth, but who, when the chips
were down and his own life at stake, denied he even knew
him… and yet, and yet found in Christ such forgiveness and
such grace that he would be empowered to boldly proclaim
the resurrection, lead the nascent church and ultimately find
the courage to die a martyr's death.
Ordinary people made extraordinary by God’s grace, people who didn’t cling
to the past but prepared the way of the Lord and sought to live it out in ways
of self-sacrificial generosity, simplicity of life and radical forgiveness. Can it
ever really be ordinary time with the amazing God we serve?

The Very Revd Christopher Dalliston
Dean of Peterborough

Produced by the Diocesan Office,
The Palace, Peterborough PE1 1YB
Tel: 01733 887000
Email: communications@peterborough-diocese.org.uk

Vigil Prayer
Like nuns and monks at prayer, we can listen in the stillness of the
night to hear God’s call.
O my strength, I will watch for you; for you, O God, are my strong
hold.
Psalm 59:9
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this
night, and give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the
sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the
suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s
sake.
Amen.
Be present with me, Holy One,
as I watch with you.
This is an extract from Daily Prayer for All Seasons by John
Pritchard (Canterbury Press, £17.99).
By permission
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St Matthew’s Minis
St Matthew’s Minis launched with new leaders and a new look at the
beginning of 2020, having evolved from the previous Mums and Tots group.
Unfortunately, the coronavirus pandemic meant it was short-lived, but on 20
May 2021 it enjoyed a brand new start.
This is a pre-school play group for children under five years of age, on
Thursdays in term time from 9.45am till 11.30am. It provides a safe
environment for children to play, with lots of toys – under the supervision of
their parents or care-givers – and an opportunity for the adults to have a chat
and meet new friends.
To meet current covid-19 guidelines, pre-booking with the Parish Office is
essential and all adults are asked to be aware of and adhere to the safety
regulations put in place (these will be sent to you to sign when you book). If
you know of a family that would be interested, please pass on the message!
Contact the Parish Office on 01604 791251
or email minis@stmatthews-northampton.org.uk

Friends of St Matthew’s Music

100+ Club

Congratulations to the lucky winner of £50 in our MAY draw —

Number 28, held by Fr Nicholas Gandy

☺
You too could win the single prize of £50 in our monthly draw
if you had a number! For just £3.00 a month you’d be in with a chance,
whilst also helping pay for our Director of Music’s salary.
For full details and a form, please email jonathan.starmer@yahoo.com
Jonathan Starmer

7

My Recent BBC Blue Peter Award
William Miller
To my delight, I have recently been awarded a Blue Peter badge, and I thought
that you would like to hear the story.
After my education at Haileybury College in
Hertford, I worked for the Royal Society for
the Protection of Birds as assistant warden
during my gap year. I lived in a hut on
Havergate Island in Suffolk and looked after
the small population of rare Avocets and can
be seen in the RSPB film “Avocets Return”
which was made on the island while I was
there. After that I trained for a degree in
ecology at Durham University, where I was
taught by, among others, the famous Dr
Bird wardening in 1970 for the RSPB
David Bellamy.
During the very first weeks my first job at the government’s Water Pollution
Research Laboratory in Stevenage I discovered that a chemical, planned to be
discharged into the river Mersey, caused blindness in fish. After some highlevel correspondence, these plans were stopped and I was immediately
promoted.
I was soon put on a similarly important project to breed rainbow trout in the
laboratory to help to establish how toxic the chemical cadmium was to fish in
the wild. After more than two years’ work we achieved results which were used
by the European Inland Fisheries Advisory Committee to set the safe level of
that chemical in all European rivers.

After that I was privileged to be given the special task of representing the UK
on a committee of the Food and Agricultural Organisation of the United Nations
in Rome. I enjoyed this tremendously, and literally had ‘UK’ on the table in
front of me.
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I then wanted commercial experience and for some years managed water and
air pollution projects in industry. During this time a water pollution invention of
mine was shown on the BBC TV Tomorrow’s World programme. This was
hugely rewarding and interesting as it involved driving a car containing live fish
and a box of electronics to the BBC TV centre in Wood Lane. Whilst handling
the fish in their studio, I was told off for splashing water onto the perfect
photographic background of their floor.

After my experience in the scientific civil service, and in industry, I set up my
own environmental consultancy in 1986. I was then commissioned, among
other projects, by the villages of Hardingstone, Great Houghton and Little
Houghton to audit the environmental effects of the huge Coca-Cola drinks
and can-making factory proposed to be built on the Brackmills estate in
Northampton. Finding that their official environmental document was
seriously and illegally flawed, my client sent my report first to the Borough
Council and then to the European Commission in Brussels. Following a
legal intervention by Carlo Ripa di Meana, the EU Environment
Commissioner, the company withdrew its plan and the factory was never
built. I have a copy of the letter, sent from Brussels to Douglas Hurd,
Foreign Secretary, which cites my consultancy as having prepared the
evidence.
In addition to my consultancy work, I have instigated a number of voluntary
projects including recently helping to create a new micro-nature reserve
beside the A45 at Ecton with funds from the Highways Agency. This was
featured in the local press recently.
There is a feature on the Blue
Peter website to which adults can
write if they feel that they have
achieved something worthwhile
which is above the normal. I am a
great believer that ‘progress’ is
much more important than ‘activity’,
the latter of which appears sadly
nowadays to satisfy many people,
and fill their time. Feeling that
many of the things that I have
achieved for the benefit of the
environment have been beyond the
routine, I wrote to the BBC and
received back an enchanting letter
from the editor of Blue Peter saying
that they “were really impressed to
read about what you have
BBC Blue Peter award in 2020
achieved and we read the
newspaper article about your recent
voluntary work with great interest ……. we would like to recognise you for
your work”. They asked me how I felt about it and I replied that “I was the
happiest and most fulfilled 69½ year old in the land”.
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A Red, Red Rose
O my Luve is like a red, red rose
That’s newly sprung in June;
O my Luve is like the melody
That’s sweetly played in tune.
So fair art thou, my bonnie lass,
So deep in luve am I;
And I will luve thee still, my dear,
Till a’ the seas gang dry.
Till a’ the seas gang dry, my dear,
And the rocks melt wi’ the sun;
I will love thee still, my dear,
While the sands o’ life shall run.
And fare thee weel, my only luve!
And fare thee weel awhile!
And I will come again, my luve,
Though it were ten thousand mile.
Robert Burns (1759-1796)
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Weekday Scripture Readings for June
Our weekday scripture readings, one from the Old
Testament and one from the New Testament, taken
from the 'Additional Lectionary’ which was constructed
by the Church of England principally for use in
Cathedrals at weekday Evensong.

Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

Exodus 2.11-end
Exodus 3.1-12
Proverbs 9.1-5
Exodus 34.1-10
Exodus 34.27-end

Acts 7.17-29
Acts 7.30-38
Luke 9.11-17
Mark 7.1-13
2 Corinthians 3.7-end

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
12th

Genesis 37.1-11
Genesis 41.15-40
Genesis 42.17-end
Genesis 45.1-15
Ecclesiastes 12.9-end
Genesis 50.4-21

Romans 12.9-21
Mark 13.1-13
Matthew 18.1-14
Acts 7.9-16
Acts 9.26-31
Luke 15.11-end

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

14th
15th
16th
17th
18th
19th

Isaiah 32
Proverbs 3.1-18
Judges 6.1-16
Jeremiah 6.9-15
1 Samuel 16.14-end
Isaiah 6.1-9

James 3.13-end
Matthew 5.1-12
Matthew 5.13-24
1 Timothy 2.1-6
John 14.15-end
Revelation 19.9-end

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

21st
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
26th

Exodus 13.13b-end
Proverbs 1.20-end
Isaiah 5.8-24
Malachi 4
Jeremiah 15.15-end
Isaiah 25.1-9

Luke 15.1-10
James 5.13-end
James 1.17-25
Matthew 11.2-19
Luke 16.19-31
Acts 2.22-33

Exodus 20.1-17
Ezekiel 34.11-16
Isaiah 24.1-15

Matthew 6.1-15
John 21.15-22
1 Corinthians 6.1-11

Monday
28th
Tuesday
29th
Wednesday 30th
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32nd St Matthew’s Multi-Aged Unit
Mandy Ludlow
All four units continue to meet on zoom, and fingers crossed we will be
returning to the Parish Centre on 7 June – we just need to get the paperwork
and risk assessments finished and signed off.
After the Easter holidays we have been doing a variety of activities. We had
a visit from the Fire Brigade – via zoom; this was both fun, interesting, and
informative. The girls are now ready for their visit to the fire station and for
the older girls we are hoping they will be able to take part in a training day;
obviously this will be in the new year.
The Rainbows and Brownies celebrated St Georges Day, and we had
quizzes, cooking and craft. The girls all made a split pin knight and then
stick puppets for the story of St George. Whilst the story was read the girls
had to act out the story using the stick puppets they had just made. What
could be a more traditional recipe than Yorkshire Pudding or Toad in the
Hole – these the girls made at home for their family.
Guides and Rangers have been sewing and made lavender hearts for their
wardrobe and drawers.
Trying to think of different things for all ages and something interesting does
prove ‘challenging’ sometimes, but we try to make the programme varied.
Something we had not done was woodwork – this we did with the Rangers,
and they each made wooden birdfeeders. Whilst the wood was pre-cut the
girls had to do the rest, putting in screws, and hooks for hanging up.
With the Rainbows and Brownies being that bit younger, we thought it would
be nice to have a May Queen this year and so the girls started making these
on our zoom meeting, finishing off during the week. Photographs then had to
be submitted with the crown being worn. These were passed to our District
Commissioner Hayley Palmer to judge as she did not know any of the girls.
For Rainbows, our May Queen is Ellie Mc and for the Brownies Tallulah G.
Each girl received a crown of flowers, a flower wristlet, and a sash. During
the Zoom meeting following this activity Mandy left the meeting whilst the
others continued, and travelled to Ellie’s house to surprise her with her
crown. Unfortunately, Tallulah lives a little too far away and therefore she
will receive hers in the post.
We are thankful that our numbers have remained steady; so many units have
struggled to maintain numbers, both girls and leaders – membership,
nationally, is down 30% this year.
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Sadly, in the last month I have had to make the tough decision about our
proposed trip to India. We should have been going this August but had
deferred to 2022. With the horrendous situation in India, and the new variant
of COVID-19, I had to consider every aspect of the trip with the information I
have now – would parents be confident to let their child go, indeed would I
have confidence in travelling to India? This is now likely to be postponed
again to 2023; and all I know at the time of writing is we will (fingers crossed)
be going somewhere international in 2023.
Over recent months we have had enquiries re the Bra Bank – this is still going
on and we have two empty containers in the store cupboard at the Parish
Centre. There is a large consignment ready and waiting to be sent off once
we can. If you are sorting out drawers and cupboards, please remember to
drop off at the Parish Centre any of your unwanted bras!
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St George’s Day Toad in the Hole
Ingredients:
For the batter
100g plain flour
2 eggs
150ml semi-skimmed milk
For the Toad (see tip below)
8 pork sausages
1 onion
1 tbls vegetable oil
For the Gravy
1 onion
1 tblsp vegetable oil
2 teaspoons plain flour
2 teaspoons mustard powder
2 teaspoons Worcestershire sauce
1 vegetable stock cube made up to 300ml
Method
1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

6.

Preheat oven to gas 7 / 220°C / fan 200°C
First make the batter. Put the flour in a bowl, add the eggs and
slowly pour in the milk. Beat until a smooth batter
Put the sausages in an ovenproof baking dish, scatter over the
sliced onion and drizzle over the oil. Roast for 15 mins
Remove the dish from the oven, pour the batter over and around the
sausages then return to the oven and cook for a further 35 mins or
until the sausages are cooked through and the batter is golden on
top.
To make the gravy, heat a deep frying-pan or saucepan and fry the
remaining onion in the oil for 5 mins until golden. Sprinkle over the
flour, stirring until thickened. Add the mustard and Worcestershire
sauce and gradually the stock, stirring until smooth and thickened to
your liking.
Serve the toad in the hole with the gravy to pour over.
Tip: You can easily adapt the sausages in this recipe
to suit your family needs; try flavoured pork
sausages, low fat alternatives or vegetarian
sausages, as you like
15

Book Review
Candles in the Dark – Faith, hope and love in a time of pandemic
Rowan Williams
SPCK £9.99
As soon as the first lockdown started, I was dreading the moment when the
usual suspects would go into print with an attempt at a “theology of Covid”.
And then along came Rowan Williams. Last September, the former
Archbishop of Canterbury assisted at St Clement’s Church. Candles in the
Dark is the result. Each week from April to September 2020, the author was
invited to contribute a short reflection, and this book collects them together.
Each section is dated, and picks up on something in the news, or a liturgical
feast, or a shared piece of experience, as a basis for some thoughts about
how we might both cope in the present and imagine the future. As with all of
Williams’s writing, there is a richness to the text which withstands repeated
reading.
It would be easy to see this book as too time-specific and, therefore, out of
date already. This would be wrong. Just buy this book and read it. You will
be enriched.

The Revd Peter McGeary is the Vicar of St Mary’s, Cable Street, in east
London, and a Priest-Vicar of Westminster Abbey.
By permission

Prayer
Jesus of the Table
Then Levi (Matthew) gave a great banquet for him in his house;
and there was a large crowd of tax collectors and others sitting
at the table with them.
Luke 5.29
Jesus of the table,
You gathered unexpected people around
hearths of hospitality.
You stretched out your hand
for grapes and bread, for wine and welcome.
May we populate our tables
with all kinds of people.
Because at the table
our hearts can be glad
for a while.
Amen.
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Strange Awakenings
Dorrie Parker
I can’t imagine I’m unique in this – though some of you I’ve told before have
looked at me as if I’m some kind of madwoman – but every morning I wake
up with music in my head… it might be classical music, a popular song, a tv
programme’s theme tune or a jingle, whatever, but there’s always music! I
reckon it’s just an extension of dreaming, as often when I realise what it is I
can relate it to music I’ve heard during the previous day or days. Sometimes
it’s a song I can’t quite place, and I have to google the words to see what it is.
Then sometimes I can’t get it out of my head all day…!
Not always though, it can be topical for other reasons – for instance on one
holiday abroad some years ago I woke up on the Sunday morning to
Poulenc’s Gloria! How cool is that?!
Anyway, the reason I’m sharing this with you is that, having received Fr
Nicholas’s Pastoral Letter for this magazine (I hope you’ve read it before you
get to this), the next morning I woke to:
Don't worry 'bout a thing,
'Cause every little thing gonna be all right!
Singing don't worry 'bout a thing,
'Cause every little thing gonna be all right!
– the song by Bob Marley, and it stayed with me all day, like a mantra! But
not annoyingly.

We can recycle...
Used postage stamps from your envelopes
Your redundant spectacles (not the cases though)
There are receptacles in the bookstall area in which to put
them
Thank you!
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Next month’s magazine
Contributions to our magazine are always appreciated so let us know
what you / your group are up to! If you don’t have the confidence to write
something yourself, just let us have the details and we’ll write it for you.
Please leave paper contributions in the ’P’ (for ’Parker’) pigeon hole in church
or email files to: magazine@stmatthews-northampton.org.uk
When attaching photographs to the email address please send no more than
7mb -worth per email, otherwise it jams the system! Thank you.

Deadline for the JULY magazine is SUNDAY 13 JUNE
Editor: Dorrie Parker
Layout and production: Gary Drinkwater
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Stewardship
The Diocese has recently
introduced the Parish Giving
Scheme (PSG) designed to replace
the existing Stewardship Giving Scheme.

An Introduction to the Parish Giving Scheme
Why are regular donations so important to our Church?
The Church of England offers a Christian presence in every community.
Together we seek to make this Christian presence the heart of our cities,
towns and villages: by our wonderful buildings; by worshiping together; by
serving our communities and by sharing our faith and values. This valuable
contribution to our community has a cost of which 75% is met by personal
donations. For our Church to survive and grow, we rely on regular donations
so that we can plan confidently for the future.
What is the Parish Giving Scheme?
The Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) has been set up to help us best manage
regular donations. It is run as a partnership between dioceses on a cost
sharing basis.
How does it work?
Donations can be made on a monthly, quarterly or annual basis, by
completing the relevant donor application form and Direct Debit instruction.
Even though donations are made to the Parish Giving Scheme, they are
restricted to our parish, giving you peace of mind that your gift cannot be
used elsewhere. You are always in charge of what you give and your gift will
be passed back to our parish each month. Gift Aid will be collected and
received separately. The unique feature of the scheme is the option for you
to commit in principle to increase your gift annually in line with inflation.
Whilst this is a voluntary decision, it is one that could potentially have a huge
impact on the life and future of our church.
What are the main benefits?
The main beneficiary of this scheme will be our church. Through your
generous commitment, we can be assured of a regular, tax-efficient source of
income which has the capacity to increase with the cost of living, yet involves
virtually no administration. You will benefit from a system that is secure,
confidential and easy to use, while supporting our church today and for the
future.
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Will this affect the Stewardship Weekly Envelope Scheme?
No – if you prefer to use the envelope scheme your payments will not be
affected and you will receive a box of numbered weekly envelopes at the
start of the year.
Thank you to everyone who has completed their registration and we are
pleased to confirm that your payments are being received.
The Diocese plans to close the Stewardship Giving Scheme and will no
longer process payments made through this method.
It is therefore important that those of you who are yet to register,
complete and return your application form as soon as possible to
ensure that your Stewardship payments continue.
This will also give opportunity to prayerfully consider the level of your giving
and make any required adjustments or amendments. If you would like to join
the scheme and have not previously donated in this way, require additional
advice or have misplaced your application form, please contact Polly
Matthews via the Parish Office. For our church here at St Matthew to
survive and grow, we rely on regular donations so that we can plan
confidently for the future. Please support this scheme as generously as you
can.
For more information on either of the above schemes, or to request an
application form please contact Polly Matthews, Stewardship Recorder,
via the Parish Office.

SOLUTION TO SUDOKO ON PAGE 3
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Annual advertising costs
for St Matthew’s Mail
A5

Full page

£100.00 per annum

A6

Half page

£60.00 per annum

A7

Quarter page

£40.00 per annum

A8

Eighth of a page

£25.00 per annum

Spaces are available – please contact
Anita, Parish Administrator, at the Parish Office

Baptisms and Weddings
For Initial Enquiries for Baptisms and Weddings please telephone
the office during the hours advertised on the back of the magazine or email
office@stmatthews-northampton.org.uk
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St Matthew’s Residential Homes
Singing Group
This group was formed over eighteen years ago, with the aim of entertaining
the residents of the homes within our parish.
We usually visit four establishments each year: Oakwood Nursing Home
(8 The Drive), St Matthew’s Nursing Home (21-23 St Matthew’s Parade),
The Crescent Care Home (3 The Crescent), and Margaret’s Rest Home
(30-32 Kingsley Road). However, due to the Covid-19 Coronavirus, we are
unable to function as we cannot enter their premises.

In the meantime, please pray for the residents of these homes.
Currently there are ten singers in the group (including some of our Methodist
friends from across the road), but there are occasions when not all of them
may be able to attend. Therefore we would welcome new recruits to join our
happy band when the current restrictions are lifted.
If you would like further details, please contact Jonathan Starmer
Telephone 01604 406009, or email jonathan.starmer@yahoo.com
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Monday 5 July
3pm - 4.30pm

St Matthew’s
Parish Centre

FREE ADMISSION - Donations for NHS Charities Together will be taken on the day.
24 To book please ring Gary Drinkwater 07861860985

Parish Giving Scheme
The Parish Giving Scheme exists to allow members
of the St Matthew’s community to support the life
and work of the Parish, and the upkeep of our church,
through regular giving. It provides our principal source
of income and helps us meet our main financial
commitments, including our contribution towards the
Diocesan Common Fund (the ‘Parish Share’) and the
costs of our employees.
The Scheme is the most tax efficient way of contributing to the church
because contributions may be eligible for Gift Aid (raising your donation by
25% at no cost to either you or St Matthew’s).
There are two methods of payment available: by a banker’s direct debit or
by weekly-numbered envelopes via the collection plate. The amount that you
give is entirely confidential and is known only to the lay people who
administer the Scheme.
If you are interested in learning more or in joining the Scheme, please speak
to our Stewardship Recorder Polly Matthews. She can be contacted via the
Parish Office or as below.

Polly Matthews
<office@stmathews-northampton.org.uk>
Tel. 01604 846074

Parish Office
27A The Drive, Kingsley, Northampton NN1 4RY (within the Parish Centre)
Telephone: 01604 791251 Email: office@stmatthews-northampton.org.uk
Parish Administrator: Anita Speake Opening hours for telephone enquiries only:
Tues/Thu/Fri 9.30am - 12.30pm. 1.00pm - 4.00pm; CLOSED Mondays & Wednesdays.
VISITORS TO THE OFFICE WILL BE SEEN BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Ministry Team
Parish Priest
Honorary Assistant Priest
Honorary Assistant Priest

The Revd Canon Nicholas Setterfield
vicar@stmatthews-northampton.org.uk
The Revd Canon Nicholas Gandy OGS
OGS@stmatthews-northampton.org.uk
The Revd Canon Peter Garlick

Parish Officers
Churchwarden
PCC Secretary
PCC Treasurer

St Matthew’s Trust

Vacant
Donald Cran
pcc-secretary@stmatthews-northampton.org.uk
Donald Cran
treasurer@stmatthews-northampton.org.uk
David Waller
chairman@stmatthews-northampton.org.uk

Particular Responsibility
Safeguarding Officer

Sarah Oughton
(Assistant: Ben Drouet)
safeguarding@stmatthews-northampton.org.uk
Verger
Gary Drinkwater
Head Server
Seymour Franklin
head-server@stmatthews-northampton.org.uk
Sacristan
Patricia Sykes
Stewardship Recorder
Polly Matthews
Banking & Gift Aid
Office
Electoral Roll Officer
Seymour Franklin
Archives
Patrick Rawlinson
Website & Magazine Editor Dorrie Parker
magazine@stmatthews-northampton.org.uk

Music Department
Director of Music
Parish Organist
Friends of
St Matthew’s Music

Justin Miller
music@stmatthews-northampton.org.uk
Jonathan Starmer
Keith Hirst
friends@stmatthews-northampton.org.uk

Parish website

www.stmatthews-northampton.org.uk

