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¶     Let’s keep protecting each other 
 
We’re so grateful for everything you’ve done to help keep each other safe. Every 
time you’ve sanitised your hands, worn a face covering and kept a safe distance, it’s 

made a real difference. So from all of us, thank you. We all hope and pray brighter 
days are coming. But we want to reassure you that your safety is still our top 
priority. 

 
The Government guidance, endorsed by the Church of England, 

‘expects and recommends’ that we continue to: 
 

Wear a face covering whilst in church unless you belong to one of the medically 
exempted groups. This should cover your nose as well as your mouth.  

 
Maintain physical distancing Couples, households and former ‘bubbles’ may sit 

together. Otherwise, we ask you to respect one another’s space, spread out, and avoid 
sitting directly behind or in front of others. As far as possible, we ask you to avoid physical 

contact with other people and surfaces. 
 

Sanitise your hands on arrival - pick up an order of service (large print editions may 
be requested in advance via the parish office) – and sign in for ‘Test and Trace’ purposes.       

 
The church toilet facilities are available for use. 

 
Holy Communion will be administered in one ‘kind’ only, standing, at one or two 
‘stations’ at the front of the nave. Please approach via the centre aisle and return via the 

side aisles. For mutual protection, we ask that you keep your face covering on until the 
words of administration have been spoken, and you have responded by saying ‘Amen’. 

 
If you have difficulty being mobile please let us know, sit on the end of a row, and we will 

come to you. 
 

After the service  Please depart via the main porch sanitising your hands as you leave.  
 

* * * * * * * 
We welcome the Swarbrick Singers and their director of music, Ian Clarke, who are singing 

this evening’s service. 
 

Setting: Short Communion Service in the Phrygian Mode 

 
               Charles Wood (1866-1926) 
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Order of Service 
 

   At the sound of the bell please stand 
 

Introit    

     

Choir  Almighty and everlasting God, 
mercifully look upon our infirmities, 
and in all our dangers and necessities 

stretch forth thy right hand to help and defend us, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

       Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625) 

 

Hymn 
 

    The procession enters from the west end 

    Angel-voices ever singing     

               Round thy throne of light, 
            Angel-harps for ever ringing, 

               Rest not day nor night; 
            Thousands only live to bless thee 

               And confess thee 
                  Lord of might. 

 
            Thou who art beyond the farthest  

               Mortal eye can scan, 
            Can it be that thou regardest 

               Songs of sinful man? 
            Can we know that thou art near us, 

               And wilt hear us? 
                  Yea, we can. 
 

            For we know that thou rejoicest 
               O’er each work of thine; 

            Thou didst ears and hands and voices 
               For thy praise design; 

            Craftsman’s art and music’s measure 
               For thy pleasure 

                  All combine. 
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            In thy house, great God, we offer 

               Of thine own to thee; 
            And for thine acceptance proffer 
               All unworthily 

            Hearts and minds and hands and voices 
               In our choicest 

                  Psalmody. 
 

            Honour, glory, might, and merit 
               Thine shall ever be, 

            Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
        Blessed Trinity. 

     Of the best which thou hast given 
        Earth and heaven 

           Render thee.   
  
        Words: Francis Pott (1832-1909)         Music: Angel Voices 

 Edwin George Monk (1819-1900) 

 

 
       † In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All    Amen. 
  
   

The Greeting 
 

    This is the day which the Lord has made. 
All    We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

 
    The service is introduced 

 

Invitation to Confession 
 

    We have come to Mount Zion, the city of the living God, 
    the heavenly Jerusalem, to myriads of angels,  

    to God the judge of all, 
    and to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant. 

    Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith. 
 
    A period of silent reflection 
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Kyrie Confession 
 

    Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 
    the whole earth is full of his glory. 

    Kyrie eleison. 
All    Kyrie eleison. 

 
    Woe is me, for I am lost; 

    I am a person of unclean lips. 
    Christe eleison. 

All    Christe eleison. 
 

    Our guilt is taken away, 
    and our sin is forgiven. 

    Kyrie eleison. 
All    Kyrie eleison. 
 

 

Absolution 
 
    The Lord of eternity, 

    whose forgiveness has no limit, 
    pardon † all our sins, 

    cleanse us from every kind of wrong 
    and set our minds on the things above, 

    for the sake of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All    Amen. 
 

 

Gloria in Excelsis  
   
Choir   Glory be to God on high,  

    and in earth peace, good will towards men. 
 

    We praise thee, we bless thee, 

    we worship thee, we glorify thee, 
    we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, 

    O Lord God, heavenly King, 
    God the Father almighty. 
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O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

    O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
    that takest away the sins of the world, 
    have mercy upon us. 

    Thou that takest away the sins of the world,  
    receive our prayer. 

    Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 
    have mercy upon us. 
  

    For thou only art holy; 

    thou only art the Lord; 
    thou only, O Christ, 

    with the Holy Ghost,  
    art Most High, 

    in the glory of God the Father.  
    Amen. 
 

 

The Collect 
 
    Let us pray: 

 
    Everlasting God, 

    you have ordained and constituted  
     the ministries of angels and mortals in a wonderful order: 

    grant that as your holy angels always serve you in heaven, 
    so, at your command, they may help and defend us on earth; 
    through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

    who is alive and reigns with you, 
    in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

    one God, now and for ever. 
All    Amen.             Please be seated 

 
 

¶  The Liturgy of the Word           

 

First Reading      

 

Reader          A reading from the book of Revelation. 
 

War broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels fought against the dragon. The 
dragon and his angels fought back, but they were defeated, and there was no longer 
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any place for them in heaven. The great dragon was thrown down, that ancient 

serpent, who is called the Devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world - he was 
thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. 
 

Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, proclaiming, 
‘Now have come the salvation and the power  

and the kingdom of our God  
and the authority of his Messiah,  

for the accuser of our comrades has been thrown down, 
     who accuses them day and night before our God. 

But they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb  
     and by the word of their testimony,  

for they did not cling to life even in the face of death. 
Rejoice then, you heavens  

     and those who dwell in them!  
But woe to the earth and the sea,  

    for the devil has come down to you  
with great wrath,  

     because he knows that his time is short!’ 
                    Revelation 12:7-12 

 

    This is the word of the Lord. 
All    Thanks be to God. 

 
                  Please stand 

 

Hymn                  

 

     Around the throne of God a band 
     Of glorious angels ever stand; 

     Bright things they see, sweet harps they hold, 
     And on their heads are crowns of gold. 

 
     Some wait around him, ready still 

     To sing his praise and do his will; 
     And some when he commands them, go 

     To guard his servants here below. 
 

     Lord, give thy angels every day 
     Command to guide us on our way, 
     And bid them every evening keep 

     Their watch around us while we sleep. 
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So shall no evil thing draw near, 

To do us harm or cause us fear; 
And we shall dwell, when life is past, 
With angels round thy throne at last. 

 
    Words: John Mason Neale (1818-1866)      Music: Solothurn 

               Swiss Traditional Melody 
 

 

Holy Gospel        

                     

Acclamation 
 

            

Choir  Bless the Lord, all you his hosts, 

   you ministers of his who do his will.  
All   Alleluia. 

 
   The Lord be with you. 
All   and also with you. 

 
   Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

All   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, ‘Here is truly an 
Israelite in whom there is no deceit!’ Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did you get to 

know me?’ Jesus answered, ‘I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.’ 
Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!’ Jesus 

answered, ‘Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You 
will see greater things than these.’ And he said to him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you will 

see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son 
of Man.’ 
                     John 1:47-51 
 

   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

The Homily  

                 Please be seated 
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The Nicene Creed          Please stand 

 

  Let us declare our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 

All  We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all that is,  

  seen and unseen. 
 

  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 

  eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light,  

  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made,  
  of one Being with the Father; 

  through him all things were made. 
 

All may  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
bow  was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

  and was made man. 
 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
  We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

  who with the Father and the Son  
  is worshipped and glorified, 

  who has spoken through the prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. 

  Amen. 
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Prayers of the Faithful          Please sit 

 

Priest   In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, 
    let us pray to the Father. 

 
 

Intercessor  Father in heaven, 
    by his blood your Christ has ransomed us to you, 

    and has made us a kingdom and priests to you our God. 
    As the angels minister to you in heaven, 

    strengthen your Church to serve you here on earth. 
 

    Lord, hear us. 

All    Lord, graciously hear us. 
 

    Father in heaven, 
    when the angels greeted the birth of your Son 

    they sang for joy ‘Glory to God and peace on earth’. 
    Bless with Christ’s peace the nations of the world. 
 

    Lord, hear us. 
All    Lord, graciously hear us. 

 
    Father in heaven, 

    your Son has promised to your children 
    the care of the guardian angels who look upon your face. 

    Protect by your mercy our neighbours, families and friends. 
 

    Lord, hear us. 
All    Lord, graciously hear us. 

 
    Father in heaven, 

    you give your angels charge over those who trust in you 
    to guard them in all their ways. 
    Be with those who are sick or in trouble ..., 

    rescue them and show them your salvation. 
 

    Lord, hear us. 
All    Lord, graciously hear us. 
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    Father in heaven, 

    your angel declares ‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord.’ 
    ‘Blessed indeed,’ says the Spirit,  
    ‘for they may rest from their labours, 

    for they take with them the record of their deeds.’ 
    Enfold in your love ( ... and) all who come in faith 

    to your judgement seat in heaven. 
 

    Lord, hear us. 
All    Lord, graciously hear us. 

 
 

Priest   Father in heaven, 
    the angels sing by day and night around your throne: 

    ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God almighty.’ 
    With Michael, prince of the angels, who contends by our side,  
    with Gabriel, your herald, who brings glad tidings,  

    and with the whole company of heaven,  
    we worship you, we give you glory, 

    we sing your praise and exalt you for ever.  
All    Amen. 

 
 

 

¶  The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

Sign of Peace              Please stand 

 
    Hear again the song of the angels: 

    Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace. 
 

    The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All    and also with you. 

 
    With an appropriate gesture, let us offer each other  

    a sign of Christ’s peace. 
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Hymn    
 

    Stars of the morning, so gloriously bright, 
    Filled with celestial resplendence and light, 

    These that, where night never followeth day, 
    Raise the Trisagion ever and ay: 

 
    These are thy counsellors, these dost thou own, 

    Lord God of Sabaoth, nearest thy throne; 
    These are thy ministers, these dost thou send, 

    Help of the helpless ones, man to defend. 
 

    These keep the guard amid Salem’s dear bowers; 
    Thrones, Principalities, Virtues, and Powers; 

    Where, with the Living Ones, mystical Four, 
    Cherubim, Seraphim, bow and adore. 
 

    ‘Who like the Lord?’ thunders Michael the Chief; 
    Raphael, ‘the Cure of God’, comforteth grief; 

    And, as at Nazareth, prophet of peace, 
    Gabriel, ‘the Light of God,’ bringeth release. 

 
    Then, when the earth was first poised in mid space, 

    Then, when the planets first sped on their race, 
    Then, when were ended the six days’ employ, 

    Then all the Sons of God shouted for joy. 
 

    Still let them succour us; still let them fight, 
    Lord of angelic hosts, battling for right; 

    Till, where their anthems they ceaselessly pour, 
    We with the angels may bow and adore. 

 
   Words: John Mason Neale (1818-1866)        Music: Trisagion 

from the Greek hymn          Henry Smart (1813-1879) 
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Invitation to Prayer 
 

    Pray, my brothers and sisters,  
    that our sacrifice may be acceptable to God,  

    the almighty Father. 
All    May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands 

    for the praise and glory of his name, 
    for our good, and the good of all his Church. 

 
 

Prayer over the Gifts 
 
    O Lord, we offer you a sacrifice of praise, 

    humbly entreating that,  
    as these gifts are borne by the ministry of angels  

     into the presence of your majesty,  
    so you may receive them favourably  

    and make them profitable for our salvation; 
    through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All    Amen. 
 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer        
 

    The Lord be with you   
All    and also with you.    

 
    Lift up your hearts. 

All    We lift them to the Lord.  
 

    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All    It is right to give thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right and good, our duty and our salvation, 

    always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
    Lord, holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 
    through your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

    You reveal your wise purpose 
    for the salvation of the human race 

    by assigning to the angels and archangels 
    the ministry of your steadfast love and protection. 

While they contemplate your glory, 
    standing before you and singing your praise, 

    they keep a faithful vigil for us, 
    guarding us along the way that leads to life, 

    and guiding us towards the kingdom of your light. 
    In joyful gladness we unite our voices with theirs 

    and sing the ageless hymn of your praise: 
 

Choir   Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, 
    heaven and earth are full of thy glory. 

    Glory be to thee, O Lord most high. 
 

    Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
                   Please remain standing 

 
    Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 

    grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
    and according to your holy will, 

    these gifts of bread and wine  
    may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

     
    who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

    took bread and gave you thanks; 
    he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

    Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
    do this in remembrance of me. 
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    In the same way, after supper  

    he took the cup and gave you thanks; 
    he gave it to them, saying: 
 

Drink this, all of you;  
    this is my blood of the new covenant,  

    which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
    Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 
     

    Great is the mystery of faith:     
All    Christ has died:             

    Christ is risen:           
    Christ will come again.  

 
    And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 
    his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world, 

    rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 
    and looking for his coming in glory, 

    we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
    As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 

    we bring before you this bread and this cup 
    and we thank you for counting us worthy 

    to stand in your presence and serve you. 
 

    Send the Holy Spirit on your people 
    and gather into one in your kingdom  

    all who share this one bread and one cup,  
    so that we, in the company of Mary, the Virgin Mother of God, 

    and the whole company of heaven,  
    may praise and glorify you for ever, 

    through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
     
    by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 

    in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
    all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 

    for ever and ever. 
 

All 

 
     
    The Blessed Sacrament is elevated and bells are rung 
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The Lord’s Prayer          Please be seated  

          

    Let us pray for the coming of God’s kingdom 
    in the words our Saviour taught us: 

 
All    Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy name; 
    thy kingdom come; 

    thy will be done; 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 

    Give us this day our daily bread. 
    And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
    And lead us not into temptation; 

    but deliver us from evil. 
 

    For thine is the kingdom,  

    the power, and the glory,  
    for ever and ever. 

    Amen. 
 

 

Breaking of the Bread 
 
    God rains down manna for us to eat 

    and gives us the grain of heaven. 
All    So on earth we share the bread of angels. 
 

 

Agnus Dei 
 
Choir   O Lamb of God,  

    that takest away the sins of the world, 
    have mercy upon us. 
 

O Lamb of God,  

that takest away the sins of the world, 
    have mercy upon us. 
 

    O Lamb of God,  
    that takest away the sins of the world, 

    grant us thy peace. 
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Invitation to Communion 
 

   I heard the voice of a great multitude crying, alleluia! 
   The Lord our God has entered into his kingdom. 

All   Blessed are those who are called 
   to the supper of the Lamb. Alleluia! 

 
 

Giving of Communion 
 
   I will thank you, Lord, with all my heart; 

   in the presence of the angles I will praise you. 
 

   Holy Communion, alternatively God’s blessing, is administered standing  
   at a ‘station’, as indicated. Please approach the priest via the centre aisle  

   and return to your seat via the side aisles whilst maintaining physical 
   distancing. 

 

↓ 
↓ 
↓ 

↑              ↓                ↑ 
↑←←←←↔→→→→↑ 

†      †       

▄ 
Altar 

 

 
 
 

Spiritual Communion – for those at home 
 

It is an ancient practice of the Church that, when you are prevented from attending the Holy Eucharist, 
people are invited to express, in the words of St Thomas Aquinas, “an ardent desire to receive Jesus in the 

Holy Sacrament and a loving embrace as though we had already received Him.” Therefore, during this 

time you are invited to pray this prayer, which may be said as often as you desire:  
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Act of Reception  
 

All   In union, blessed Jesus,  
 with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church  

 where your blessed Body and Blood are offered this day,  
 

 (and remembering particularly my own parish …)  

 
 I long to offer you praise and thanksgiving,  

 for creation and all the blessings of this life,  
 for the redemption won for us by your life, death,  

and resurrection,  
 for the means of grace and the hope of glory.  

 
 (and particularly for the blessings given me …) 

 
 

 I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament,  

 and, since I cannot at this time receive communion,  
 I pray you to come into my heart.  

 I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart,  
my soul, and my mind.  

 Let nothing separate me from you;  
 let me serve you in this life until, by your grace,  

 I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace.  
 Amen.  

 

 

Motet 
 

Factum est silentium    Richard Dering (1580-1630)  

 
Choir There was silence in heaven 

 When the dragon fought with the Archangel Michael. 
  

 The voice of a thousand thousand was heard saying: 
 Salvation, honour and power be to almighty God. 

 A thousand thousand ministered to him 
  and ten hundreds of thousands stood before him. 
 Alleluia. 
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Prayer after Communion  
 

    Let us pray:            Please stand 
 

    Lord of heaven, 
    in this eucharist you have brought us near 

     to an innumerable company of angels 
     and to the spirits of the saints made perfect: 

    as in this food of our earthly pilgrimage 
     we have shared their fellowship, 

    so may we come to share their joy in heaven; 
    through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All    Amen. 
 

 

Hymn 
 

      Ye holy angels bright, 
       Who wait at God’s right hand, 

      Or through the realms of light 
       Fly at your Lord’s command, 

        Assist our song, 
         For else the theme 

         Too high doth seem 
        For mortal tongue. 

 
      Ye blessèd souls at rest, 
       Who ran this earthly race, 

      And now, from sin released, 
       Behold the Saviour's face, 

        His praises sound, 
         As in his sight 

         With sweet delight 
        Ye do abound. 
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      Ye saints, who toil below, 

       adore your heavenly King, 
      and onward as ye go 
       some joyful anthem sing; 

        take what he gives 
         and praise him still, 

         through good or ill, 
        who ever lives! 

 
      My soul, bear thou thy part, 

       Triumph in God above: 
      And with a well-tuned heart 

       Sing thou the songs of love! 
        Let all thy days 

         Till life shall end, 
         Whate’er he send, 

        Be filled with praise. 
 
     Words: Richard Baxter (1615-1691),    Music: Darwall’s 148th 
     John Hampden Gurney (1802-1862),     John Darwall (1731-1789) 
     Richard Robert Chope (1830-1928) 
 
 

¶  Sending Out 
 

    The Lord be with you 
All    and also with you. 
 

 

Solemn Blessing 
 
    God bring you to the home  

    that Christ prepares for all who love him. 
All    Amen. 

 
    God give you the will to live each day in life eternal. 

All    Amen. 
 

    God grant you the citizenship of heaven, 
    with his blessed and beloved, 
    and the whole company of the redeemed. 

All    Amen. 
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   And the blessing of God almighty, 

   the Father, the Son †, and the Holy Spirit, 
   be upon you and remain with you always. 
All   Amen. 

 
 

The Dismissal 
 

   Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All   In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 
      

Organ Voluntary    
 
   Prelude in G BWV 541     J S Bach (1685-1750) 

     
 

   The procession departs 
 

 
   Those leaving immediately are asked to be aware of those who wish  

   to listen to the organ voluntary. 

                          
 

Collection 
 

 We invite you to make a monetary offering towards the ministry and mission 

 of St Matthew’s Church using the receptacle provided at the back of church.  
 

 If you are a tax payer, please use the envelopes in the chairs, and fill out the 
 details in order that our parish may in addition benefit from the Gift Aid 
 associated with your giving.  

 

   Your generosity is gratefully received. Thank you. 
 

                         

 
 

Please take this booklet home  

as an aid to prayer and reflection during the week,  

and then re-cycle it. 
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